Effects of aspirin on xylazine-induced hypoxaemia in sheep.
Aspirin (10 mg kg-1) administered intravenously to conscious sheep four hours before intravenous xylazine injection (50 micrograms kg-1), failed to abolish or attenuate the hypoxaemic effect of xylazine in this species. Serum thromboxane levels measured in one animal revealed that aspirin administered in this way reduced serum thromboxane levels by 95 per cent. Xylazine (3 x 10(-5) M--4 x 10(-3) M) failed to induce platelet aggregation in vitro. It appears that the mechanism whereby xylazine causes arterial hypoxaemia in sheep does not involve a cyclo-oxygenase-dependent aggregation of platelets.